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PREMIER’S OVERSEAS VISIT — CHINA AND JAPAN 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.10 pm]: From 1 to 8 June I visited Beijing and Tokyo to meet 
government and industry leaders from Western Australia’s two largest trading partners. China and Japan 
accounted for over half our total trade in 2012. I am pleased to report that relationships with those trading 
partners remain strong. In Beijing, I met with the Chinese central government including the Vice Minister of 
Commerce and the Minister for Science and Technology, and representatives from the National Development 
and Reform Commission and the state-owned Assets Supervision and Administration Commission. I also met 
with key state-owned enterprises, including the China Development Bank; China’s largest food processor, 
manufacturer and trading company, COFCO—China National Cereals, Oils and Foodstuffs Corporation—along 
with major Chinese oil and gas producer and seller PetroChina. In Tokyo, I met representatives from a number 
of Japanese companies with significant trade and investment links with Western Australia, including Japan Bank 
for International Cooperation, Mitsui and Co Ltd, Marubeni Corporation, Tokyo Electric Power Company, 
Mitsubishi Corporation and Tokyo Gas, and Japanese steel mills. I also met with the Deputy Prime Minister, 
Mr Taro Aso; the Minister for Foreign Affairs; the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries; and the 
Senior Vice Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry. I greatly appreciate Mr Aso and the ministers making 
their time available to discuss the interests of Western Australia.  

It is clear that the demand for liquefied natural gas in Japan and China remains strong. In fact, gas currently 
represents only five per cent of the energy mix in China. There are aspirations to increase this to nearly 
15 per cent by 2020. The desire for a cleaner environment in China is a key driver to this demand. In Japan, the 
demand remains high, albeit Japanese buyers are keenly interested in the opportunities they see from shale gas 
developments in America. The debate about reliance on nuclear power remains a very difficult and contentious 
issue in Japan.  

In Tokyo, I was pleased to hear how Japanese steel mills are coping with the market and with an oversupply of 
steel capacity in China. There are signs of economic improvement in Japan. Growth in the Chinese economy 
remains comparatively strong, albeit not at the double-digit levels of recent years. Hence, demand for iron ore 
continues to be healthy and Western Australia has significantly increased its production capacity to meet this 
demand. Likewise, I had a very productive discussion with the National Development and Reform Commission 
about continuing cooperation with China on the Oakajee development.  

Whilst in Beijing and Tokyo, I took the opportunity to speak directly with PetroChina, Mitsubishi and Mitsui, 
joint venturers in the Browse project, to explain the state government’s views on that development. The prospect 
of partnering for growth of agricultural exports, particularly to China, is very good. As a producer of quality 
meat, grain, wine and dairy products this state is well positioned to meet the increasing demand for secure and 
safe food into China, though we need to find the right commercial models to assist our farming industry to invest 
with confidence and to meet the level of demand. On the science front, there are promising examples of 
cooperation, particularly with Japan. From my discussion with Mr Wan Gang, the Minister for Science in 
Beijing, I am confident that we can expand our dialogue with China in this area.  
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